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COMMISSIONERS PRESENT   CMAC STAFF PRESENT 
Michele Burton, M.P.H.    J. Keith Berger, Executive Director 
Wilma Chan      Tacia Carroll 
Daniel Eaton      Paul Cerles 
Marvin Kropke     Nathan Davis   
Vicki Marti      Denise DeTrano  
Nancy McFadden     Holland Golec 
       Mark Kloberdanz 
       Katie Knudson 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT   Jenny Morgan    
       Becky Swol  
       Mike Tagupa 
       Mervin Tamai                                                          
       Karen Thalhammer 
EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS PRESENT 
Lisa Kawano, Department of Health Care Services 
Randy Ward, Department of Finance 
 
EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS ABSENT
 
 
 
I. Call to Order 
 

The January 22, 2009 open session meeting of the California Medical Assistance 
Commission (CMAC) was called to order by Commissioner McFadden.  A quorum was 
present. 

 
 
II. Approval of Minutes 
 
 The January 8, 2009 meeting minutes were approved as prepared by CMAC staff. 
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III.      Executive Director’s Report 
  
 J. Keith Berger, Executive Director, welcomed Lisa Kawano, Chief of the Inpatient 
Contract and Monitoring Section in the Safety Net Financing Division of the Department of 
Health Care Services (DHCS).  Mr. Berger noted that she would be representing DHCS in 
today’s meeting. 
 
 Mr. Berger informed the Commissioners that the Governor’s Budget was officially 
released not long after the previous CMAC meeting.  He said that CMAC’s ex-officio 
representatives from the Departments of Finance (DOF) and DHCS have agreed to provide 
CMAC with a brief overview and update on the Medi-Cal portion of the Governor’s Budget 
and on-going budget discussions.  Mr. Berger thanked them both for their updates. 
 
 Mr. Ward, DOF, informed CMAC that after much media attention and even with the 
proposed budget reductions, the proposed Medi-Cal program budget was increased by $1.1 
billion, which is largely due to caseload and rate adjustments.   Mr. Ward noted that Ms. 
Kawano would give more detail regarding the Medi-Cal budget. 
 
 Ms. Kawano indicated that she had distributed the 2009-10 Governor’s Budget 
Highlights for DHCS (attached), but she elaborated on the section related to hospital 
financing –stabilization funding (Policy Change 94 on page 10).  Ms. Kawano explained that 
the stabilization funding appropriation for FY 2008-09 will include funding that was provided 
for FY 2005-06, FY 2006-07 and FY 2007-08, totaling $83.9 million.  She noted that even 
though there appears to be a decrease in funding for FY 2009-10, it is because the previous 
allocation for FY 2008-09 included funding from multiple years.   
 
 Ms. Kawano said she would be happy to address any specific questions at the next 
CMAC meeting. 
 
 Mr. Berger indicated that copies of the overview are available at the meeting and will 
be attached to the meeting minutes. 
 
 CMAC’s current meeting schedule goes through June 30 of this year.  Mr. Berger 
noted that the Commissioners have been provided with a draft schedule of proposed meeting 
dates for FY 2009-2010.  He asked that the Commissioners please review the proposed 
dates and let CMAC staff know if there are any questions, concerns or conflicts with those 
dates.  Based on the Commissioners’ feedback, a final schedule will be prepared for their 
approval at the February 5, 2009 meeting. 
 
 Mr. Berger indicated that in closed session, there were five contracts and amendments 
before the Commissioners for review and action as well as continuing discussions and 
updates regarding current negotiations and negotiation strategies. 
 
 To end his report, Mr. Berger recognized Nanci Beams from DHCS, as this was her 
last week with the Hospital Contracts Unit.  She will be beginning a new position at the 
Department of Public Health.  For almost seven years, Ms. Beams has been responsible for 
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coordinating the Departmental review of CMAC’s Selective Provider Contracting Program 
(SPCP) hospital contracts prior to CMAC action and the implementation of the approved and 
executed hospital contracts. 
 
 Mr. Berger noted that Ms. Beams has been professional, responsive, knowledgeable 
and a joy to work with.  On behalf of CMAC, Mr. Berger thanked Ms. Beams for all of her hard 
work over the years and wished her well at her new position. 
 
  
 
IV. Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) Report  
  
 Lisa Kawano, DHCS, had nothing new to report. 
 
 

 
V. New Business/Public Comments/Adjournment 

 
There being no new business and no comments from the public, Commissioner 

McFadden recessed the open session.  Commissioner McFadden opened the closed session 
and, after closed session items were addressed, adjourned the closed session, at which time 
the Commission reconvened in open session.  Commissioner McFadden announced that the 
Commission had taken action on hospital and managed care contracts and amendments in 
closed session.  The open session was then adjourned. 
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